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Academic English:  Reading & Writing 
 

Academic English introduces students to reading, critical thinking, and expository writing as a 

process.  Writing is a solitary experience that allows for communication with other human 

beings.  At the same time, technology shapes the process in ways that inform and prohibit the 

conversation.  Central to academic discourse and expository prose is analytical thinking, which 

builds upon summarization.  As such, we will practice reading, thinking, and writing through a 

series of texts ground in Korea and East Asian Studies.  We will read, think on, and write about 

K-pop, Korean poetry, the short story, the essay, and a short dramatic monologue.  We will write 

by ourselves and then share our work through technology, including Google Drive, Twitter, and 

Instagram.     

 

Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to... 

1.  generate pre-writing strategies and techniques 

2.  identify, create, and edit using the correct grammar, punctuation, word choice, mechanics, 

and sentence structure in a written text 

3.  write clear and effective claims, or thesis statements 

4.  demonstrate organizational development in a written text 

5.  identify and implement structured and effective rhetorical writing techniques 

6.  cite written works using MLA citation 

7.  demonstrate the connection between writing and social action 

 

Required Texts 
An ISS 801 Academic English reader will be made available to you featuring all of our necessary 

texts.  

 

Assignments 
This is a workshop class and will include reading, writing, discussing, editing, revising, and 

presenting you work.  An important part of the process is discussing and critiquing your own 

writing, along with that of your peers.  To that end, you will be reading and writing every day.   

 

Participation & Attendance 
You will spend lots of time discussing ideas and writing things that will be important to you. 

Attending class means not only being physically present, but also being prepared and 

participating.  You will thus need to attend every day and contribute regularly online. 

 

Grades 
Course grades are dependent upon your contribution to the class, the quality of your 

presentations, participation, writing, and improvement.  

 

Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is the unacknowledged and inappropriate use of the ideas or words of another 

writer.  It is a serious violation academic integrity  and sanctions against it are severe. Do not 

plagiarize.  Respect yourself and others.  


